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I want to take this opportunity to bring the American people up 
to date on the Cuban cr.ais -- and to review the progress made thus 
far in fulfilling the understandings between Soviet Chairman Khrushchev 
and myself, as set forth in our letters of October 27 and 28th. 

-• Chairman Khrushchev, it will be recalled, agreed to remove 
from Cuba all weapons systems capable of offensive use; to halt the 
further introduction of such weapons into Cuba; and to permit appropriate 
United Nations observation and supervision to ensure the carrying out 
and continuation of these commitments. 

-» We on our part agreed that -- once these adequate arrangements 
for verification had been established -- we would remove our naval 
quarantine and give assurances against an invasion of Cuba* 

The evidence to date indicates that all known offensive missile 
sites in Cuba have been dismantled »- the missiles and their associated 
equipment have been loaded on Soviet ships «• and our inspection at sea 
of these departing ships has confirmed that the number of missiles 
reported by the Soviet Union as having been brought into Cuba (which 
closely corresponded to our own information) has now been removed, 
In addition, the Soviet Gr yemraent has stated that ail nuclear weapons 
have been withdrawn from Cuba, and that no offensive weapons will be 
reintroduced. 
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i'jxther:.-.-?re, I "t? *e :oday received isiinite assurances Jrorr. 
Chairr -.*.>->■ .Y»ira«hsk>?v that all of th?* IU-23 3on-bera sow in Caha. ^rill be 
■s-ithrirawn -/Uhin 20 iaySo He aljo agrees that these >iaae$ can ze 30Jierved 
ind coamsd ae thoy iaavc. Inasmuch as this joes a lotaij ^ay toward 
reducing the danger which faced this Hen-isphers 4 ^eeks ago c I have this 
afternoon instructed the Secretary of Defease to lift oar aavai -guar an tin e« 

Nevertheless, important parts of the aadersta rating of October 27th 
and Z3th still remaia to o* carried out. Th« Cuoaa Government has not yet 
permitted the Uaiied nations to verify whether ail offensive weapons have 
been reiuoved; and no lasting safeguards have yet been established against 
the future introduction of offensive weapons back into Cuba. 

Consequently* If the Western Harris oher a la to continue to be 
protected agaiaaf offensive weap^ma, this Goveraxr-esi has no choice but 
to pursus it* owa rzea&s of checking on military activities in Cuba, 
The importance of our coat£aaed vigilance is underlined ay ous> identification 
in reject days oi a aumber of Soviet grou&d cosnhas units in Caha -- 
Although we ire iniarmed that these and other 3ovi t mit* were associated 
vita tli'J yrotcctioo. o£ zixzzmi'' 2 v-;apo2s jyst-m.i a:is -vili. ^*jcj j*i 
s .vithdrav» : a in das coarse* 
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1 repeat that w« would Ilka nothing better than ad&qo&tc 
inii rr&tlonal arrangemeats for the taak of inspection aud verification, 
ia C^hvi,; and we are prepared to continue our affort* to achieve such 
arra&^o i SQtfi. Until that U doa.e« difficult problems remain. 

As for our part •• if ail offensive weapon* are r enacted from 
Cab* and kept out of the hemisphere ia the futar®, aader adequate 
verificsttoa and safeguards and if Cuba ia aot yjaed for the export of 
sg&ressi** Communist purposes — there wiU be peac« la the Caribbean; 
and, aa 1 said bach ia September, "we snail neither initiate aor permit 
aggression ia tbia hemisphere. ' 

W« will not, of coarse* n'^a^doii the political, economic and 
other efforts <&£ this h&w4sphere to halt stiver sioo from Cuba* nor 
our porpcss and hope that the Cuban people su&il someday be truly free. 
3ut these policies are vary diflLreo* ;rom : ay latent to launch a military 
invasion of the island* 


In short* the record of recent -*««** shows real progress -- 
and *e are hopeful that farther progress can be made. The completion 
of the coi-nnutments on both sides, and the achievement of a peaceful 
solution to the Gob an crisis, might well opcis the door to chc solution 
of other outstanding problems. 

May I add this final thought: In this week of Thanksgiving, there 
is much for which we can be grateful, as we look back to where we 
stood only four weeks ago: the unity of this Hemisphere, the support 
of on* allies, a&d the calm determination of the American people. These 
qualities may be tested many more times in this decade -- but we 
have increased reason to a« cwniideea: that those qualities will continue 
to serve the cause of £reed«sm with distinction ia the years to come. 


